
1 
 

 
 

Co-Chairs’ Report  
Martin Sundram 
 
Role of Chair:   AUE currently has joint Co-Chairs, partly in the interest of 
geographical and gender balance, and as all executive roles are entirely 
voluntary, to enable the workload to be shared.  The role of the Chairs is still 
evolving, but includes contributing to the overall direction of AUE policy 
development, representation of AUE in other fora such as cross-union 
collaboration, chairing meetings where required and engaging with members 
and others to raise the profile of the union alongside other executive 
members. This role, as are all executive roles, is supported by the paid 
Administrator, currently Emily Ballard. 
The two Co-Chairs are currently Martin Sundram, based in London, and Angela 
Kennedy, based in Newcastle. 
 
This is, of course, the first year in which Artists Union England has been fully 
recognised as an independent trade union (gaining certification and affiliation 
to the TUC last autumn).   Some may recall that this is in fact the second 
attempt to reach this goal by artists in England, our predecessors in the 1970s 
nascent Artists’ Union having narrowly failed to achieve this 
milestone.  Importantly, this has enabled us to strengthen links with other 
cultural unions under the TUC umbrella, including the Musicians’ Union, 
Equity, the cultural section of the PCS civil service union who represent 
national museum and gallery workers, the broadcast, film and theatre 
technician’s union BECTU and the Writers’ Guild, and UCU , the college and 
university lecturers’ union.  Alongside some or all of these partners, AUE 
participated in the TUC ‘Show Culture Some Love’ campaign this spring, is 
developing an ‘alternative’ cultural vision that we can lobby for politically at 
national level, and has gained immeasurably from being able to avoid ‘re-
inventing the wheel’ when it comes to union-building, and the support and 
comradeship of our fellow trade unionists.  Both Chairs have been active and 
will continue to be so in this cross union work. 
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We will be presenting, in our own right, our first motion at this year’s TUC 
Congress, a symbolic as well as practical demonstration of our commitment to 
making our mark within the trade union movement, and a serious organisation 
representing artists’ interests. 
 


