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Dear  

The Artists’ Union England (AUE), formed in 2014, is a new trade union for professional visual & 

applied artists and artists with a socially engaged practice. Having successfully gained its Certificate 

of Independence the AUE celebrated its formal launch at the Houses of Parliament on the 7th of 

September 2016. 

Artists Union England aims to represent artists at strategic decision making processes, including pay 

and conditions. The lack of a national pay structure for artists and no legal framework specific to 

protecting the working conditions of artists has contributed to poor pay and working conditions.  

Many artists struggle to earn a living wage which impacts heavily on their ability to afford adequate 

housing, impacting on mental health and ultimately the ability to maintain a sustainable career as an 

artist. The culture of ‘working for free’, when the artist is the only person in the meeting not getting 

paid or where the lowest tender wins all contribute to the perceived acceptably of unfair and 

unethical practices which are not present in other professions. 

 

As a National Portfolio Organisation, we know you are committed to promoting and investing in a 

professional workforce and in turn the sustainability of artists. As a trade union we ask you to reflect 

on your policy on paying artists and request you take the opportunity to review your current 

payment policy and rates of pay for artists. As a new trade union for artists and applied artists, AUE 

aims to regulate, through discussion and negotiation, what is currently a divisive and unequal 

playing field for artists working in this industry. We want to work with you to address this and other 

concerns relevant to our members and other practicing artists. We would welcome an invitation to 

meet with you to discuss how we may work together to benefit both artists and your 

organization.Our website has guidance on fair pay democratically decided upon by our members 

and reflects the current concerns of members. Our Twitter feed reflects the broader issues and 

campaigns of the union    

Please feel free to contact AUE.  We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Kind Regards 

Co-Chair Martin Sundram 

Co-Chair Angela Kennedy 

Secretary Theresa Easton 
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